
TRUE FACTS
Published for the purpose of giving Madison Township resi
dents the truth about what is happening in the Township.

Arrowsmith Defies Wall-Decker Machine
Mr. Wall is trying to make much 

of a voucher which wa.s paid for work 
done on a Township road.

Mr. DeIba.sco, who has been em- , 
ployed by the Public Service in 
Kearny, New Jersey for over 20 years,, 
requested certain necessary road. 
work done on a Township road in ■. 

Madison Township. He was informed i 
that the necessary help was not 
available at that time. He offered to 
get the necessary help. His offer was 
accepted by the Township Com
mittee.

He Obtained the necessary services, 
but these services had to be paid for 
at the end of each day.

Mr. Delbasco inquired of the Town
ship Committee as to what to do 
under the circumstances. He was told 
to keep a record of the time neces
sary to complete the work and to pay 
for the same at the end of each day 
and then submit a biil for the total 
paid by him. the same as could he 
done by any contractor.

This was done by Mr. Delbasco.
The necessary work was completed 

and Mr. Delbasco was reimbursed 
by the Townsliip Committee for 
the amount of money expended by 
him, which was seventy-six ($76.00) 
dollars.

The voucher states the days on 
which the work was done and the 
number of work hours to be paid for 
in each day.

If this is fraud let Mr. Wall’s can
didate, .Mr. Wall. John Crimmins, 
Mary Brown and the supposedly 
champion of the taxpayers, associa
tion. Mr. Becker, sign a criminal 
complaint against either Mr. Arrow- 
smith or Mr. Delbasco. WE DEFY 
THE.M TO TAKE ACTION.

Are not these people remiss in 
their duties to the people of the 
Township in not signing a complaint, 
or is it another instance of using this 
as a springboard for another of their 
customary smear campaigns?

NOTICE
To; The Madison American Puolishing Co., Inc.

Box 231, Laurence Harbor,
Madison Township, New Jersey.

I Sirs:
' Please Take Notice that pursuant to the pro
visions of the Revised Statutes of New Jersey, 1937, 

' Title 2, Chapter 59, Section 2, thereof, the amend
ments thereof and supplements thereto, this de- 

i  mand is hereby made upon you; that
Whereas, certain statements, articles, news re

ports or editorials were made, printed, published 
I or otherwise communicated in your publication, 
[“The Madison American,” defaming the character 
land good name of the undersigned and particu- 
' larly appearing in Volume 9, No. 24, September 29, 
1950; Volume 9, No. 25, Friday, October 6, 1950; 
Volume 9, No. 27, Friday, October 20, 1950, of said 
publication of “The Madison American,” wherein 
it is stated, related, published and otherwise com
municated that the undersigned had participated 

[ in the fraudulent peipetration of a false voucher 
for the collection of names from the Township of 
Madison, the County of Middlesex, State of New 
Jersey, which said allegations are false in fact;

Now, Therefore, demand is hereby made upon 
vou by the undersigned to retract the libelous 
charges made, printed, published, stated, related 
or otherwise communicated by your publication. 
“The Madison American,” in the issues above 
enumerated and above described, in as public a 
manner as that in which the said libelous charges 
were made, printed, published, stated, related or 
otherwise communicated; and further demand is 
hereby made upon you that you publish the said 
retraction in your publication, “The Madison 
American,” within ten (10) days from the date of 
service of this demand upon you, in equally as 
public a manner as the said libelous charges ap
peared in the issues of your publication, “The 
Madison American,” as aforementioned.
Dated: Madison Township, N. J.

October 23rd, 1950
Henry F. Delbasco 
Box 149, R. D. 1 
Madison Township 
Matawan, N. J.

Madison Township is the fastest 
: growing municipality in Middlesex 
: County. In the past ten years its 
I population has almost doubled. It in- 
[ creased from 3803 to 7365, a total in- 
j crease of 93.66%.

In spite of this tremendous in
crease in population, your Township 
Committee has managed to provide 
the people with the necessary func
tions of government and at the same 
time accumulate a reserve of over 
$110,000.00 by 1950. This reserve was 

I  effected by your Republican Town
ship Committee’s practice of econ- 

J omy and efficiency in government.

The Republican Township Com- 
, I mittee has no outstanding bonded 
' I indebtedness.

I The Republican Township Com
mittee has levied no taxes for the 

i year 1950.

I The taxes paid by each taxpayer 
I in 1950 are for District School Tax 
and County Tax. (Look at your Tax 
Bill.)

Only careful and properly guided 
economy in government could en
able your Republican Township Com
mittee to function in 1950 without 
levying any taxes for local purposes.

There are very few municipalities 
i  in the state of New Jersey that could 
I boast of such a record.

I On the basis of this record of 
achievement, Mr. Leon Arrowsmith,

I an able, experienced administrator 
I deserves consideration and the peo 
I pie’s vote on Election Day, Novem- 
i ber 7, 1950.

Mr. Arrowsmith is a lifelong resi
dent of Madison Township, having 
graduated from Matawan High 
School. He knows the Township 

' well and is qualified to handle its 
problems.



T R U E  F A C T S

(Reprinted from the P. A. News—October 12, 1951)

TAX BOOKS OPEN TO THE PUBLIC
MADISON TOWNSHIP—Tax Collector William 

Oertel last night challenged members of the Madi
son Township Taxpayers’ Association to come see 
for themselves that there is nothing wrong with 
his tax books, as they repeatedly have charged.

The tax official asked that a statement in the 
minutes to the effect that the township committee 
had found tax delinquent lists to be in error be 
stricken from the record. The committee said it 
would make the correction.

Oertel said he intends “to make no revisions or 
corrections whatsoever.” The township committee

bore him out in his statement that any errors in 
the tax records are not his. The committee did not 
say whose they might be.

Committeeman John Crimmins says he still 
contends there are errors but agreed they are not 
Oertel’s fault.

The controversy came about some time ago 
when the township committee refused to make 
public tax delinquent lists which it said were in
correct and had been returned to the collector for 
revision. It now says it has checked the lists and 
finds the Collector’s records to be correct.

YOUR PERSONAL TAXES
When the Township budget was made up, it 

was based on the amount needed for the necessary 
expenditures of running your local government. 
Added to this was the school budget and the por
tion of the County budget assessed against the 
Township.

The tax rate is set by the County Board of 
Taxation. It is based on the assessed valuation of 
the property located in our Township. If we have 
a large assessed valuation, the rate is proportion
ately lower. If we have a low assessed valuation, 
the rate is proportionately higher.

This year the Tax Assessor was ordered by the 
Middlesex County Tax Board to assess personal 
property taxes on all tax bills and to make per
sonal property assessments against people who 
live in the Township owning personal property 
even if they have no real property. This order 
was issued to all assessors in every municipality in 
Middlesex County.

The tax rate was made up on the basis of the 
entire assessed valuation, including both real and 
personal property. There will be no added money 
to the budget as a result of the personal property 
assessments, since they were taken into considera
tion when the rates were set.

When the budgets are submitted and approved 
by the Middlesex County Board of Taxation and 
the New Jersey State Director of Local Glovern- 
ment, it then becomes necessary to raise by taxa
tion the amount necessary to support these 
budgets.

In view of this fact, if personal property assess
ments had not been made, the tax rate would have 
been proportionately higher.

It is sheer stupi&ty on the part of the leaders 
of the opposition parties to claim that an ordi
nance Is necessary for the purpose of assessing 
j>ersonal property taxes. Again, they are trying to 
confuse the issues.

Besides, the Tax Collector has nothing to do 
with the making of these assessments. He can only 
copy the figures made up by the Assessor as they 
appear in the Tax Duplicate.

The above is only an explanation which is made 
to enlighten the public as to the true facts con
cerning assessments and taxes.

The Tax Collector is not involved in any way 
in making these assessments.

If anyone has any complaints concerning their 
assessments, they may discuss the same with their 
local Assessor or appeal to the Middlesex County 
Board of Taxation.

TAX COLLECTIONS
Our Township is made up of people whose in

comes are not too great. Many of these people have 
children who must be fed, clothed, etc. Sometimes 
they have medical expenses, mortgages, and time 
payments to meet in order to keep going. As a 
result of these situations, their taxes very often 
become delinquent and are not paid on time. This 
lowers the percentage of tax collections in our 
township.

The experience in the Tax Collector’s office has 
shown that most of the delinquent taxpayers pay 
their taxes when they have the money.

While our Tax Collector has made up lists of 
delinquent taxpayers for our Township Committee 
and has always had his books available to anyone 
who wished to look at them, he is under no legal 
duty or obligation to furnish similar lists to every 
Tom, Dick or Harry including Walter, for the pur
pose of embarrassing delinquent taxpayers shortly 
before election.

If Mr. Becker thinks that he can get a foothold 
in politics by playing with the feelings of the poor 
people in our Township, he is sadly mistaken.

Politics are not played that way.
Maybe Mr. Becker will learn.
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VOTE FOR WILLIAM OERTEL FOR TAX COLLECTOR
(Pull down lever 9B in the Republican Row)

The office of the Tax Collector is a very impor
tant office. Through it flows all the money col
lected in our Township for the County, the Board 
of Education and the local government.

This office must be occupied by a man whom 
we can trust. A man who will devote his time, 
effort and energy to a big job which carries with it 
a great deal of responsibility for very little com
pensation. A man who is ready, able and willing 
to stand the abuse of any taxpayer who feels that 
his taxes are not what he thinks they should be 
or that the assessed valuation as fixed by the 
assessor is either too high or too low.

He must be a man of outstanding character, 
whose honesty, integrity and sincerity are beyond 
reproach.

The Township of Madison is indeed very for
tunate in having such a man who possesses all of 
these good qualifications in addition to his having 
approximately ten years of background and ex
perience in carrying on the work in the Tax Col
lector’s office.

This man is William Oertel, the Republican 
candidate for the office of Tax Collector.

Mr. Oertel has lived in Madison Township al
most all of his life. He has been Tax Collector since 
1942, and during the term of his office the popula

tion in our Township has almost doubled and his 
work has increased proportionately. He has only 
been allowed a small increase in pay.

He has also served the municipality in the fol
lowing capacities: Chairman of the Township Com
mittee, Township Treasurer, and a member of the 
Board of Education.

His home has been used as a tax office for the 
Township for which the Township pays nothing. 
The Township Committee pays nothing for light, 
heat, office space or telephone used by the Tax 
Collector for the benefit of the people of Madison 
Township. These are all facilities granted by Mr. 
Oertel to Madison Township without compensa
tion. This has saved much money for our Town
ship over a period of years.

Our Tax Collector, Mr. Oertel, is admired and 
respected for his honesty, integrity and sincerity 
by all the people in our Township. He has proven 
his ability and should be re-elected to the position 
which he has filled so well.

Don’t let Mr. Becker and his cohorts or Mr. 
Wall and Company fool you concerning our Tax 
Collector.

Vote for William Oertel for re-election as Tax 
Collector on November 6th, 1951, by pulling down 
lever 9B in the Republican row.

VOTE FOR THOMAS F. MILLER FOR THE OFFICE OF TOWNSHIP COMMITTEEMAN
_ (Pull down lever 8B
The Republican Party is proud that it can sub

mit to the voters of Madison Township, as a can
didate for the office of the Township Clommittee. 
a man of outstanding character, one against whom 
no one can point a finger of suspicion concerning 
his morals or otherwise.

A man whose record for honesty, integrity, 
ability, and clean living is unimpeachable; a man 
whose qualifications can stand the closest scrutiny 
and investigation; a man who is ready, able and 
willing to serve the public.

This man is Thomas F. Miller of Old Bridge. 
Mr. Miller was born in Madison Township in 1906. 
He attended local schools and was graduated from 
Perth Amboy High School in 1924. He later at
tended Cooper Union College in New York. He is a 
home owner and taxpayer in our Township (which 
is not true of the Democratic candidate for the 
same office.

The facts about Mr. Miller—
A sincere and hard-working individual who 

came up the hard way, being one of nine children 
in his family.

Self-employed in the tile and marble contract
ing business which he started in Old Bridge in 
1928.

Married and has two children. He belongs to 
the St. Thomas Church in Old Bridge.

President of the Board of Education of which 
he has been a member for the past eight years. 
He is a member of the Middlesex County Board 
of Education.

While on the Board he has been admired and 
respected for the stand he has taken on various

in the Republican row)
issues.

He has voted independently as his conscience 
dictated for the best interests of the people of the 
Township.

Charter member, one of the organizers and the 
first Treasurer of the South Old Bridge Volunteer 
Fire Company and is presently still a member of 
that company.

He was manager, financial secretary and for
mer catcher for the Keystone Athletic Club of Old 
Bridge.

For seven years he was secretary of the Inter- 
Boro Baseball League of Middlesex County.

Former manager of the Circle Athletic Asso
ciation.

Member of the Old Bridge Recreation Com
mittee and acted as coach and physical instructor 
for same for a period of two years.

Former trustee of the Memorial Library in Old 
Bridge.

Member of the Madison Township Defense 
Council.

Chairman of the Madison Township U.S.O. 
Drive in 1945.

Member of the Willis School P.T.A. in Old 
Bridge.

Member of the Tile and Marble Contractors’ 
Association.

Member of the Ceramic Society.
Member of the Tile Council of America.
He was a delegate of said Council to the Na

tional Convention recently held at Miami, Florida.
Put a good man in office. Vote for Thomas F. 

Miller for the office of Township Committeeman.
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WHAT HAPPENED TO THE WALL-BECKER MACHINE?
The Taxpayers Association was supposed to be 

a non-political organization. Since its existence 
it has constantly reminded the public of its non
political status.

The Republican organization has repeatedly 
charged that the Taxpayers Association was a po
litical machine organized by the Democrats with 
Mr. Becker at its head to fool the voters in our 
Township.

Their constant support of candidates opposed 
to the Republican party has been ample evidence 
of the political role played by this so-called organi
zation.

This year they have come out with their own 
candidates.

It seems that there has been some double
crossing in this unholy alliance.

Can this be because Mr. Becker did not get 
what he was promised from the local Democratic 
bosses or can it be that he is trying to show the

County Democratic bosses that his machine is bet
ter than Wall’s machine?

Maybe they’ll make Mr. Becker Sheriff. Who 
knows?

Can it be that Mr. Becker has become ac
quainted with Mr. Wall’s past record in our 
Township?

Can it be that he suddenly remembered the 
days when Mr. Wall was entrusted with the han
dling of relief in Madison Township?

Can it be that he remembered how certain 
people started prying into the relief records and 
how Mr. Wall resigned?

Can it be that he has suddenly become fearful 
of trusting Mr. Wall and his Democratic machine 
with the handling of Township finances?

Can it be that he thinks that every voter in our 
Township should examine the past records of the 
Democrats in Madison Township under the leader
ship of Mr. Wall, before voting for any Democratic 
candidate who has any affiliation with Mr. Wall?

DO YOU WANT YOUR CAR WASHED?
Recently the papers have been full of publicity 

on the escape of two notorious prisoners who were 
in custody of the Sheriff while awaiting sentence. 

These prisoners escaped while washing officials’

cars.
Can you imagine what the so-called local paper, 

known as the Madison American, would have to 
say if this had occurred in our local jail?________

VOTE THE STRAGHT REPUBLICAN TICKET
Continue Good Government in Madison Township

For
Township Committeeman

THOMAS F. MILLER

Pull Down All Levers 
On The B Line
ELECTION DAY 

NOVEMBER 6, 1951
POLLS OPEN 

7 A. M. to 8 P. M.
For State Senator 

WALTER D. FETTERLY

For Coroner 
WILLIAM S. MUNDY

For
Tax Collector

WILLIAM OERTEL

For Assembly
J. RANDOLPH APPLEBY, 3rd 

LILLIAN CICIO ALVIN B. LEBAR

For Freeholder

FRANCIS N. REPS SIGMUND SCHARF

Paid For By Madison Twp. Republican Club, Inc.


